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Ann Gowen-Castner Receives Award for Teaching Financial Literacy
Bowling Green Teacher is One of Three Recognized by Kentucky Jump$tart 
BOWLING GREEN, KY – Oct. 12, 2012 –The Kentucky Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy®  today honored Ann Gowen-Castner for educating Richardsville Elementary School students about financial literacy.

“The award selection committee was impressed with Ms. Gowen-Castner’s unique approach to teaching personal finance and economics to third-graders,” said Kentucky Jump$tart President Kelly May. “By turning her classroom into a simulated community, her students not only learn the value of money, but also can see how their actions make a difference in the lives of others.”
Gowen-Castner uses hands-on activities to create a classroom economy system for students to learn about personal finance. For example, students apply and go through an interview process to be hired for jobs where they receive a “paycheck” based upon their job performance. Students also can receive bonuses for good and respectful behavior or fines for disruptive or disrespectful behavior. Students create a budget and must pay bills with their earnings. They can also choose to buy property and privileges.
“This economy system empowers students to be more responsible and encourages them as other responsibilities are added to them, to think beyond themselves and to see their choices have impact on their financial stability,” said nominator and colleague Elisha Lawrence. 
This morning, Kentucky Jump$tart presented the award and prize check to Gowen-Castner in front of all the students at the Richardsville Elementary School during the morning Town Hall Meeting. Following the presentation, the Department of Financial Institutions, a Kentucky Jump$tart partner, offered a free classroom presentation on saving money. 

Gowen-Castner’s award funds were provided by Class Act Federal Credit Union, a Kentucky Jump$tart partner. The funds can be used for financial literacy classroom materials or training.  Another Kentucky Jump$tart partner, the Kentucky Society of CPAs, also is matching the Kentucky Jump$tart Coalition’s award this year, enabling the coalition to present three awards of $250 each. The other two 2012 Kentucky Jump$tart Coalition Financial Literacy Teacher of the Year winners are:  Amy McDowell of Murray High School in Murray and Rosemary Jones of Bell County High School in Pineville. This marks the third year of the award, which is open to teachers in grades K-12 who demonstrate an exceptional commitment to teaching financial literacy topics and motivating students to learn about personal finance. 
##

About Jump$tart: The Kentucky Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy® believes all Kentuckians need to have the financial literacy necessary to make informed financial decisions and seeks to improve money management skills throughout the life cycle. The Kentucky coalition, www.kyjumpstart.org, is a nonprofit organization affiliated with the national coalition based in Washington, D.C. Jump$tart’s purpose is to evaluate the financial literacy of young adults; develop, disseminate and encourage the use of standards for grades K-12; and promote the teaching of personal finance.
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